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From the opening line of his breakthrough cyberpunk novel Snow Crash, Neal Stephenson plunges

the reader into a not-too-distant future. It is a world where the Mafia controls pizza delivery, the

United States exists as a patchwork of corporate-franchise city-states, and the Internet--incarnate as

the Metaverse--looks something like last year's hype would lead you to believe it should. Enter Hiro

Protagonist--hacker, samurai swordsman, and pizza-delivery driver. When his best friend fries his

brain on a new designer drug called Snow Crash and his beautiful, brainy ex-girlfriend asks for his

help, what's a guy with a name like that to do? He rushes to the rescue. A breakneck-paced

21st-century novel, Snow Crash interweaves everything from Sumerian myth to visions of a

postmodern civilization on the brink of collapse. Faster than the speed of television and a whole lot

more fun, Snow Crash is the portrayal of a future that is bizarre enough to be plausible. --This text

refers to the Hardcover edition.
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I came to _Snow Crash_ on the recommendation of a few people who had read it (they called it

"great!" and "hilarious!," and knowing that Neal Stephenson is sometimes listed as a "cyberpunk"

writer along with William Gibson et al.I had liked William Gibson's books, so I gave _Snow Crash_ a

try._Snow Crash_ is primarily about Hiro, a young man who delivers pizzas and collects information

for the Central Intelligence Corporation (freelance), for a living. He lives in a storage unit with a

cult-hero rockstar named Vitaly Chernobyl. He owns a futon, two awesome Japanese swords, and a



laptop computer, where he stays "jacked in" to the "Metaverse" a lot of the time, where he is the

world's greatest swordfighter.Hiro witnesses a crime while interacting with others in the Metaverse.

One of his friends is deliberately exposed to a dangerous block of text, which fries his brain (in the

real world), and renders him a vegetable. Hiro and his friend Y.T. (15-year old skateboarding

female, and knee-slappingly funny smartaleck) set off to find out why, and save the world in the

process.From the getgo this is a funny book. Sure, the vision of the near-future is dark, a little

alarming, and at times depressing (there are NO general laws in _Snow Crash_, for example, and

private corporations run everything, even the police, just as an example). That's what cyberpunk is

like. But the HUMOR is one thing that sets Neal Stephenson aside. Hiro Protagonist? Come on,

that's FUNNY, PEOPLE! One reviewer called it an 'odd' name. Yes, it's odd, and it's absurd, and it's

funny! Did this author mean it is an unusual choice for a character name? I don't know. I hope not.

To the extent that a book can be described as original, "Snow Crash", by Neal Stephenson is

deserving of the moniker. About the only common ground that his work shares with others is that ink

is applied to paper using the same letters, and then pages are bound to create a book. Much

beyond that and you are in the midst of this Author's view of a given world he has modified and

created. He is not only incredibly unique; his wit passes the cutting edge to the bleeding edge of

razor sharp sarcasm, and irony. And when he uses words he assembles them in arrangements you

have never listened to before. An important aspect that sets his work apart in this genre is that while

delivering enormous amounts of information, he keeps the reader informed, he does not lose you,

he ensures you stay with his wickedly fast pace by keeping you educated. Other Authors of Science

Fiction are weak on this point, and it weakens their books.One date to remember when reading this

work is that it was first released in June of 1992 after three years in the making. This is critical, as so

much of what was absolute fiction then, may now be found within the pages of Wired Magazine.

There are even words he originated that are common to most people who use a computer,

especially if you have ever tried what he calls the Metaverse, touring it as an Avatar.One of the

reasons his work is so authentic and exceptionally good is that he knows his material. If he talks

about code he's qualified, as he has written it. When he is speaking of Sumerian Mythology an

Author who spent years researching his material is again relating it. And when he just lets go with

dialogue or descriptive prose it is mind binding for being clever, unique, and hilarious. He also has

raised sardonic prose to an art form.
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